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I assent.

AN ACT

K. K. T. MARA

President

l2?Deoembes l994l

TO.-
(1) ESTABLISH A NATIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY;
(2) PROVIDE FOR THE AUTHORITY'S ADMINISTRATION AND MAN-

AGEMENT;
(3) ESTABLISH VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADES; AND
(4) PROVTDE FOR THE AUTHORTTY'S FUNDTNC AND RELATED MAT-

TERS.

ENAcTED by the Parliament of Fiji-

PART I_PRELIMINARY

' Shon liile and comntencenrcnl

1.- (1) This Act may be cited as the National Fire Service Act, 1994.

. -(2) This Act shall enter into force on a date appointed by the Minister and published
in the Fiji Republic Gazette.

Interprelaliott
2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

"Authority" means the National Fire Authority establishcd by subscction (1) of
Section 4 of this Act:
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.,Chief Fire Officer" means a Chlef Fire Officer appointed by the Authority under

subsection(1) of Section 15 of this Act;and "Deputy chiefFire officer" means

a Deputy Chief Fire Officer so appointed;
.,Fire Brilade" or "brigade" means a group of persons organised and trained for the

suppiession and eitinction of fires and responsible to a District Fire Officer for

Oiiciptine and duties, and includes a volunteer fire brigade established under

subsection (1) of section 24 of this Act but does not include an industrial fire

brigade;
,.Fire District" means any area or district constituted as a fire dist-r-ict under

paragraph (a) of Section 11 of this Act;
,,Fund" means the fund belonging to and administered by the Authority under tnis

AcU
.,inflammable matler" includes all substances capable of ignition or conrbustion by

the application of heat or by means of sparks or flame or spoxtaneous causesi

..Insu,ance company''meansanycompany,partnership,corporationorassociaticn
or underwriter or persons canying on the business of-

(a)undertakingliabilitybywayofinsurance(includingreinsurai:..el:.
respect of lives, or loss or damage, includi ng I iability to pa1 i ":.' : : i

or conpensation contingent upon the happcning of a spe citi 3: 3 
" 

3 -

(b)issuingotherclassesofinsurancebusiness'contractsofir':'-:'-'::
againstlossbyorincidentaltofireorotheroccurrancec]!:::'-'-.
includedamongtherisksinsuredagainstthepoliciesol|,r:.:r-:.
ance;

( c) receiving preniiunrs in respect o|such policies of insurance c :. L.e -' :

of or forliansmission to any corporate body' compan)" p311n::::-:

association, underwriter or person outside of Fiji'
,.Minister" means the Mjnister responsible for Urban Dcvclopntent;
..owner', in relation to any property, includes the pcrson who |or the tinte :'3]:': ,:

entitled to the rent thcreol or who woulcl be entitlcd if the same \\'ere l:': :: 1

rcntwhetherasabencficialowner,trustee'executor'nlortgagceinpossess;::
or as agent or attorney for any othcr person or othcrrvisci

"per*nnant" in rclation to any ofllccr or fireman' mcans a pcrson e mplc" : j ::" '
full time basis;

,.policy of insurance" includes every certificate or dcclaration as to the e1;s:31:;3

of,andanyagreementfor,anyinsuranceorreinsurance'andinsiru:::::::
writing whcrcby any contract of insurance or rcinsurance is ntade cr l-:::: : : -

be made or is evidenccd;

"supcrior tire brigade officer" nleans-
(a) in rclation to any menrbers of a permancnt llre brigadc prescnt at a llre

orataplaceinrespcctofwhichanalarmoffirchasbecnreceil'cd.
theol.ficerorfirenranforthetirrrcbcinginchargeofthosemenibers:
or
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(b) in relation to any nremben of a r clu ntecr fire brigade present at a fire,
or at a place in respect of u'hich an alarm of l'ire has been received and
at which members of a permanent fire brigade are not present, the
captain or volunteer fireman in charge of those members of the
volunteer fire brigade;

"vessel" includes any ship, barge, punt, boat orother vessel designed to travel on,
over or under water and used for storing or carrying goods or passengers;

"Volunteer fireman" means a person who is a membei of any fire brigade whose
services are rendered without reward and or renruneration from thc Authoritv.

Application

3.- (1) This Act shall from the date of its commencement apply to the areas which
prior to its commencement had been serviced by the Board of Fire Commissioners of Suva
and all areas under the jurisdiction of niunicipal councils.

(2) The Minister ntay from time to tinie by notice inthe Fiji Republic Gazette,vary
the areas including the extending of the area to which this Act shall apply.

(3) This Act binds the State.

PART II_ESTARLISHMENT OF NATIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY

National Fi re Au t h ori ty

4.-(1) There is hereby establishcd an Authority to bc known as the National Fire
Authority hereinafter refened to as "the Authority".

(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate having perpetual succession and a
common seal with power to purchase, hold, transfer, and lease property, real and personal,
to sue and be sued in any Court, and to do and suffer all other acts and things which a body
corporate may lawfully do and suff-er.

(3) ThereshallbesevenmembersoftheAuthorityandtheyshallholdofficeforaternr
not exceeding three years or such shorter term as the Minister may determine and the
members shall be eligible for re-appointmcnt.

(4) The Chairntan or, in his absence, the Deputy Chairman shall preside at all meetings
of the Authority.

(5) If both the Chairman and Deputy Chairman are absent from any mecting of the
Authority, the members present at such mceting shall clcct one oIthcir mcnrbers t-o act as
Chairman at such meeting.

(9) The decisions of the Authority shall bc by a nrajority of votes and, in addition to
an original vote, in any case in which the voting is equal, the person presiding at the
nieeting shall have and exercise a casting vote.

(7) Four nienrbers of the Authority shall fornr a quorum.

(8) In exercise of its functions the Authority shall bc subject in all respects to the
policy directives of the Minister.
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D i s qu al ifi c at io n fo r n te ntbe rs hi p of A t tt ho r i ty

5. A person shall be disqualified from membership of the Authority if-
(a) he is a meniber of either House of Parliament;

(b) in Fiji or elsewhere-

(i) he has been adjudged bankrupt or has made a composition with his

creditors:
(ii) he has been convicted ofa felony;

(c) heis adjudged or otherwise declared to be of unsound mind or is pcrmanently

incapacitated from performing his duties.

Frequency of nreetings and pov'er to co-opt

6.-(l) The authority shall meet at least once every month.

(2) Thc office o[a nrember of the Authority shall beconie vacant if he is absent from

3 conjecutive meetings of the Authority without the written approval of the Minister.

(3) The Authority may co-opr any person to attend.any particular meeting of.th.g

euUioiity for the purposes 6f assiiting br'advising the Authority but no such person shall

navi ttre iignt to vbte nor shall he be de-emed to be a membcr for the purpose of constituting

a quorum.

Fees and al'lott'ances

7 . There shall be paid to each membcr of the Authority out o I its fund such fees and

allowances as the Minister may determine'

Disclosure of inle resls

S.-(1) If any niember is present at a meeting of the Authority at which a matter j.s

considered in whiih he has, directly or indirectly any financial or other intcrest, he shall,

as Soon as practicable after the commencement of the meeting, disclose that fact and he

ihutt tat e rio further part in the consideration of that nlatter or votc on a.nyques.tion.with
respect to that matteiand, if the majority of the other members present shall so decide, he

shall withdraw from the meeting during such consideration:

Provided that such an interest, if so disclosed, shall not disquali[y the interested

member for the purposc of constinrting a quorum.

(2) Any niembcr of the Authority who fails to comply with the provisions of this
Sectionshall 6e guilty of an offence and shall bc liable, on conviction, to a fine of not less

than $1000.00 oi to d tcrm of inrprisonment of not excceding 12 months or to both such

fine and imprisonment.

P roce tlure al nrcetitl8s

9, Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Authority shall have power to regulate
its own procedure at its meetings.

Vesting of assets and liabilities in Atrtlnritl'
10. On the cJate of commenliment of this Act, all rcal and pcrsonal propcrty of every

fire brisade vested in the Board of Fire Contntissioncrs of Suva and all the nlunicipal
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Councils shall vest in the Authority without conveyance or assignnient, subject to all
Charges, encumberances, contracts, engagenents, debts, liabilities, and powers of the
Board of Fire Commissioners of Suva and the municipal Councils

Duties of AuthoritY

11. The duties of the Authority shall be to-
(a) establish Fire Districts in the areas to which this Act applies and ensure that

every District Fire Officer conforms with this Act and maintains an efficient
fire service having regard to the life and property which he is under an

obligation to protect and to the financial capacity of the district;
(D) coordinate the units of fire servic-es for purposes of fire protection, reinforce-

ment at serious fire or other emergencies;
(c,) encourage,superviseorcarryoutfirepreventionactivitiesandalsoexperiment

or research work with respect to fire service methods, equiprnent, organisation,

or coordination witft other services;

(d) establishcoursesoftrainingandgenerallydirectthetrainingofmenibersofthe
fire services:

(e) provide for the inspection and training ofl brigades, and for such degree of
standardisation ofplant, equipnrent, and training as it considers necessary for

combined operations;
(/) classify and if necessary re-classify districts for the purposes of this Act;

(g) classify positions in the fire service of pcrmanent officers and to provide

facilities for the promotion of those officers;
(/r) provide reserves ofplant and equipnient for emergencies, and provide for their

storage, nraintenance and distribution;
(i) take all practical steps for preventing and extinguisNng fires and protecting and

saving life and property in the case of fire in any area to which this Act applies;

0) publish reports, infornration and advice on fire service matters;

(k) inspect in relation to fire safety premises whethcr public or othcrwise;
(l) undertake rescue operation in nrotor vehicle or industrial accidents;

(m) urange for obtaining, by inspection or otherwise, inforntation required for fire

fighting purposes with respect to the charactcr o[ the building and other

property in the Fire District and in any area in which the Authority is under an

obligation to protect, the available water supplies, the means of access thereto,

and othcr material circunrstances;
(n) serve as an agent for fire fighting equipment;
(o) provide consultancy services on fire fighting and fire fighting equipments; and

(p) perform such othcr duties as the Minister may from time to tinie direct.

Pov'ers of Atttlnrily

12.-1.1) For the purposes of canying out the provisions oF this Act, thc Authority may -
(a,; establish and maintain permanent fire brigadcs, and authorise the constitution

of voluntecr fire brigades, and suspcncJ or canccl any such authorisation;
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t :::',.:: ;'-:::: :----"fs enc requisite fire engines' ladders' plant' tools'

i:'.;.:;.:::' -:-::::-'l ':j ;:her equipment for fire brigades:

(cl niake lu',lr;3:'-: l:i .-:r':' ' -€;-'lJes rendcred to the Authority or any fire brigade;

(d)enterintca:.1J.:.:::.:i:3S3r.IT13ntpursuanttotheexerciseofitsfunctions:
(e) through ,,, ,..' ...,,' : ;: ':e:s an'l agents enter into any land' building or vessel

where any,fire has occur:J. rnd retain possession thereofand ofany property

therein for any reasonable dnte or unil1 an inquiry has been held on the t'ire;

(/)permitunyn.'.*b.,oIafirebrigaderr'ithenginesandappliancestogobeyond
the limits of any alea to $'hich tlus Act applies, for the purpose of extinguishing

any fire and in such case, the pror,isions of this Act shall apply to Such fire and

to anything done thereat;

(g) demand and receive any charge prescribed for attending any fire ouside any such area

or on any vessel and any other expenses thcreby actudly incwed'

(2) The Authority is, to the ex_tent that it is not or has not been authorised by or under

this or any other a.t toio to, 
^urf'oiitcO 

and deemed to havc bccn authorised-

(a)toprotectpersonsliominjuryortjeathanrlpropcrty|rorrrdamage,whetheror
notthosepcrsonsare,orthepropcrtyis'withinafircdistrictorendangeredby
fire;

(b)Ioenterintoanylandorbuilding|orthepurposcso|inspcctingtheSanieasto
fireandf.irerclatedhazardswhctherornotSuchlandorpropertyiswithinthe
fire districu and

(c.) subject to subsection (3) of this Section to engage ln-

(i)ploughing'btrrning,clearingorotherwiseestablishingormaintaining
fircbreaks on any land; or

(ii)therenroval,burningordesructionofanyinllamnrablematterorother
nraterials on any lancJ whcre the Authority is satisticd that thc rentoval,

burningordestructionisnecessaryfortheprel'cntionofthcoutbreak,
spreadlor extension of a bush fire or othcr tl rc ri hc thcr or- not that ia nd

is within the hre district'

(3) The Atrthority is not authoriscd to exccute |'hc porvcr Conis.i:J- ].' :-.---]--:- :

of rufJc.tion (2) oi this Scction in respcct ol any land unlcss--- -- 
tnl it isfor the purpose of contrblling or extinguishing a llrJ,cr p..':'.t. -::'" -,:- 

-
endangcredbyfiretiominjuryordeathorpropcrt)endra'g:::::-.:.*.._-
damage;or

(b)withthepernlissionofthepcrsonapparentlyinoccttprtionc:::'r":--

PART III-ADMINISTRATION

ChieJ' Exectttive

13.-( l) Thcrc shall bc a Chicf E*ecutit'. of thc Authority rvho shall bc appc:: ': : :

the Ministcr,
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(2) The Chief Executive shall devote the whole of his services to the Authority and

shall not occupy any other office of employnrent, whether remunerated or not, except with
the approvat of tne Authority and the Minister.

(3) The Chief Executive shall be paid such salary and othcr bencfits as is fron time

to fime determined by the Higher Salaries Commission.

Pov'ers of Chief Executive

14. The Chief Executive shall-
(a) beresponsible for the overall nanagement of the Authority and the execution

of its policy;
(b) subject to the provisions of this Act and any rcsolution passed at a meeting of

the Authority, do all things necessary or convenient to be done in connection

with, or incidental to, the performance of his duties under this Act or any other

written law:
(c) enterintocontractsonbehalfoftheAuthority,inanycaseofemergency,direct

the execution of any work or the doing of any act which the Authority is

enrpowered to execute or do ancJ which he is not by the provisions of this Act

expressly empowerec! to executeordothe immediate execution ordoing which

is, in his opinion, necessary for the protection of life and property and the

extinction of any l'ire or for prevcnting thc sprcading thereof: Provided that he

shall report anything done under this subparagraph to the Authority'

Oflicers ond Sto.ff

lS.-(l) Subject to the provisions of the Higher Salaries Commission Act, the

eutnoiitViiall appoint a Cniif f ire Officer, a Secretary and such other officers and staff

as may be necesdary for the efllcient canying out of the functions of the Authority.

(2) No person shall be eligible for eniploynient as an olhcer or staff of the Authority

who'-has diiectly, any sharc 6r intercst iir ahy contract with, l'or, or on behalf of the

Authority.

(3) Anyofticcrorstal'l-ofthcAuthoritywhohasoracquircsanystrchsharcorintcrest
shall be liable to dismissal'

P rol ec I i o tt from pe rs o na I I i a b i I itv

16.-(1) No mattcr or thing done and no contract ol'any kind

entered into by the Authority and no ntatler or thing donc by any mcnrbcr of the Authority

or any ofl'icer or stal'l'thereoishall, if the mattcr or thing was donc or the contract entered

bona fide, for the purpose of this Act, subjcct any such mcmbcr, officcr or stal'f pcrsonally

to any action, liablity or clainr or dcmand whatsoevcr in respect thcreof.

(2) Any expcnse incurred by thc Authority ol qny member,^ofllcer or staff in terms

of thisSectlon dhall be borne byand rcpaid out of funds of the Authority'

Chief Fire Olficer

17. The ChieiFire Officer shall act under the directive of the Authority and sh.allbe

charged with the direction of all technical ntattcrs (including the tratntng ol all trre
UiigiOesl i" accordance with the policics and standards laid down by the Authority'
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Pov'ers of Chief Fire Oftcer' ond oiher oficer at a f re

lS.-(1) fte CnieiFirjOftt.tt, or in his absence, the superior fire brigade.officer

Dresent at a fire, snaf f ta'ke iuin *.ut,ites as.he titi.nl t prgryr foi the protection and saving

5i;i;';ili;6..rt roi trre conrrol and extinguishing of the rlrc

(2) The Chief Fire officer, or in his ab.Sence, the s-upe.rior fire brigade office'r present

shall control ano oirect"th. opdr.tl"" at a fire of any fir'e brigad_e and in particular na-y -

(c) cause ony ,ir..t oi public place in the vicinity of a fire to be closed to traffic

during the continuance of the fire;

(D)withoutpaymentuseanywatermains,pipes'andhydrants'andallwater
therein, o, in uny well, tank, or stream, and cause water to flow into or be shut

offfrom uny n,o1n or pipe for the purpose ofextinguishing or controlling a fire;

(c) during a fiie take possession of any buildings or vessels, and any property

therein if such vessels are at or near a wharf oi are so Situated that a fire therein

wouldendangeranystrucrureoranypropertyinastructure,andcausesuch
buildings to I'e putteo oown ordestroyed, and cause such vessels to be renroved

or sunk so as t; control, extinguish, or prevent the spread ofa fire, and nray

remove such property and retain the same for safe custody:

Provided that, whenever practicable the consent of the Harbour Master oi other

u"tttorit' Ji"fiii"ift^"irig tft..'.tiiof of the removal of vessels in the port shall be obtained

u!ioi.-i'^v 
".ssel 

is remSved or sunk;

(r/) at the time of the l'ire, or immcdiately thereal'tcr, pull down or shore up any

building daniagcd or rendercd insecure by the fire, or which in hisopinion, may

be dangerous to life or propcrty; and the expense of such pulling down or

shoringup,aSthecasemaybe,shallbebornebytheownerofthewallorthe
building, and shall be paid by him to the Authority;

(e) cause to be shut off or disconnectcd the supply of gas, elcctricity, or other

illuminant to any premises adjaccnt thereto:

Proildcd that-
{i)nopcrsonsupplyinggasorelcctricityoro|hcrilluntinanttoan}

pr.niir., on fire shall be liable for any dantages by rcason of anl

internrptionofthesupplythreofoccasionedblthcerei;1seoIlh:s
power;

(ii)everypersonsupplyinggasorclectricityorotherill;:-';:::::-i:-"
pr.niir., on fire inalt forthwith send some contpctent l.r-rst:. :: i: -: : - -

or cJisconncct the supply thereof to such prenrises or lo ::., F::..-}3.
adiacenttheretoasandifdircctedsotodoincxerciseoi*:i;::_::-;
powcr; and

(f) remove or cause to be removed anv pcrson: 
-"?!l!-1t^'-"111]1,.i.1h., ,i,t;'. = ::

whom or which at or near a tire might, in his opirrion' intcrl-crc \\ iL-' r'j-" * - -t

of any tirc brigadc or thc cxcrcisc of any of thc porvcrs or lunclicns :c

uoon him.
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(c) inspect volunteer il: ::rg:.J,es and their premises and equipment, and enforce
compliance * iuh rhe b3 -la',r s made in respect of thcm;

(b) by arrangement u ith the Authority, council, or other corporation or person
controlling the u ater supply'authorise the waterin any mains orpipes to beused
for the purposes of the drill or practice of any fire brigade and no charge shall
be made for any \\'ater used in pursuance of such authority;

(c) at any time, enter an)' theatre, hall, building or place, used for thc purpose of
public entertainntent or public concourse, to ascertain whether the provisions
ol any Act, regulations, or by-laws for the prevention of fire or for the safety
of the public have been contravened or have not been complied with;

(d) at any tinre enter any land, building, or vessel for the purpose of ascertaining
whether the provisions of any Act, regulations, or by-laws relating to the
storage or keeping ofexplosives, or ofkerosene or any inflanrnrable matter, or
relating to the lighting of fires, have bccn contraveped or have not been
complied with;

(e) cause to be served personally or by post on the occupier of any land or building,
or the master, owner, or agent.of any vcssel on or in which any inflamnrable
matter or explosive is stored or kept contrary to any Act, regulation, or by-law,
a notice requiring hini to remove such matter or explosive within a tinre therein
named and if such occupier, master, owner, or agent neglects to coniply with
such requirement, he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding $ I00 dollars for
every day during which such neglect continues; and

(l) enforce the carrying out of the provisions of this Act, regulation and by-laws
and the directions of the Authoritv in that behalt.

Potters to be recognisetl
20.-(1) The powers of the Chief Fire Officer and any officerof the Authority acring

under his orders, shall bc recognised by all oflicers and mcmbcrs oi thc policc force and
other pcrsons.

(2) It shall be the duty of ofllcers and nrembers of the police
forie to support the Chief Fire Officer and assist him in the excrcise of his prowers and any
such officer of the Authority in enforcing obcdience to any orders given in pursuance of
the Authority, this Act, regulations or the bylaws.

^ (3) The preceeding subsections does not apply in respcct ofthc protection ofpersons
from injury or death, or ofpropcrty from danrage, whcre thc persons are, or the property
is, not endangered by lirc.

Di.rtrict Fire OJJicer

21.-(l) In evcry fire district, there shall be a District Firc Ofllccr who shall be
appointed by thc Authority.
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: -..:. ,:.i ::":r exerCiSe thg
::l:-*.::. H:.-
- : :-i.. j.-'h." nlrce where. . -: -

- - - - i '; 3 \ r i n qll i sh rhe fi re

-: -..- property in danger;
(b) shallcontrolanddirectallbrigad,.'sir--:;r--r.:-:!:i-i:\,:.sible,andallpersons

who are there to place their services at h;s J":;,, s..,
(c) ntay enter and, if necessary, break into an\ bui":::.;s jn Il:e. or any building

or prenlises, or any building or premises adjacenr [:.3:::.:
(d) mayrernovefromanysuchbuildingorpremiscs.ui!-.c.:r:-esponsibilitylbrany

consequent loss or damage, any inflamntable, explosir e, cr ilngerous niaterial
found therein:

(e) ntay for the purpose ofextinguishing or preventing the spreading of any fire,
cause any building which is on fire, or which is adjacent to or in the vicinity of
any buildings on llrc, to be pullcd down wholly or partially. or othcrwise
dcstroyed or damaged;

0 ntay cause water to bc shut ol'f fiorn or turncd in to any main pipe in order to
obtain a grcater prcssurc and supply ol-watcr for thc purpose of extinguishing
any lire;

(g) nay causc any ntotor way, highr.vay, road, strect, private road, right of way, or
thoroughfare in the vicinity of any fire to bc closcd for traffic during the

continuance of any firc and to remove any motor vehiclc inipeding the

brigadc's activities;
(h) ntay shut off or disconnect, or order any person having the control thereof to

shut off or disconncct, the supply of gas or clectricity to any building which is
on t'ire or which is in the vicinity of any buildings which is on fire;

(i) ntay rcmove, by force if neccssary, any pcrson rvho by his presence, or
otherwise howsocvcr, interlbrcs with the opcrations ol'any brigade or who is,

in his opinion, endangered by any firc;
(j) may, at the time of a fire or within twcnty fbur hours thcrcaltcr, pull down or

shore up any building or any portion of a building which, in his opinion, has

bccn so damagcd by firc to be or Iikcly to becomc dangerous to lifc or propcrty,
and the expcnse of any such operation shall be borne by thc owner of the

building, and shall bc paid by him to thc Authority; and
(k) gencrally may do all othcr things which arc rcasonably ncccssarr' fcr ::.:

protection of life and propcrty rnd the extinction of any llrc or ior pr,.r L'r.:r::
the spreading thcreot-.

(3) The District Fire Officer shall, in the pcrfbrmance of thc dutics and in the exercise
of the powers given undcr subsection (2) of this Scction. bc subjcct to any dircctivc or
regulation made by the Chief Firc Ol'l'icer.

(4) During the abscncc liom any llre of thc Chicf Firc Ol'ficer or the District Fire
Offlcer, and during thc abscnce of both thc ChiciFirc Ol-llccr, and thc District Fire Ol'hccr
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a-lyother officer for the time being-in charge of any brigacJe engaged at the fire, shall have
all the powers and duties hereinbefore confened ahd iniposccl 5n'[tre District Fire Offlcer.

22.-(r) rhe chierFi* qrq.*;"iiiJgi{ilfli"iir. om..r, orany Fire Disrrict and
any other officer or nrenib!r of a fire brigade authorised in writing by either of theni, shall
have free access to all land.s and buildings (including land and buildiirg of rhe State but not
private buildings) in that district at such times and under such conditions as are reasonable,
having regard_to any-business carried on therein for the purpose of obtaining information
required for fire fighting purposes with-respect to the-chiracter of thc bf,ildings or of
ascertaining whether the.requirenents of this Act and all other Acts, rcgu lutions-by laws
have been duly observed with respect to the land ancJ buildings:

Provided that the Minister niay by notice to the Chief Fire Ol'ficer or District Fire
Officer for the district in which any land or building of rhe State is situated exctuOethe
application of this Section to that l3nd or buildings.-

(2) Every person who obslructs the Chief Firc Officcr or District Fire Ofllcer or other
officer as aforesaid in the exercise ol'the powers conferrcd by this Section commits an offence.

PART IV-VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADES

23.-(r) The Authoriry shail .r,rtifjil'; regisrer of voruntccr fire brigadcs.

(2) Where-any group of persons has entered into a bin<Jing agrecnrent under sub-
section three of the next succeeding Section for the purposc oi bdcoiling a volunteer fire
brigade, if the Authority is satislied that thc group is r6asonablyeflicient aI to organisation,
staffing,.equipment, disciplinc, and training to operatc as a volunteer fire brigide to meei
the requirements of the.district,.premises, or propcrty which it is intendecJ tdprotect, the
Authority nlay, on application signed 9y tr'e prinCipaiofficer of that group, cause its name
to be entered into the register as a volunteci fire 6rigade.

. (3) 
.In ntaking any_such registration the Authority may inrpose any conditions which

it considcrs necessary, but the im.position of conditions srrirtt n6t aft'ccithe validity of any
registration fbr the purposes of this Act.

(4) 
^Te Authority sh.all notregistcr any voluntccr lirc brigaclc unlcss it approvcs the

ternts of the agreement with the District Fire Olficcr and satisljcs itself that thd londitions
of service undcr which thc brigadcsmcn will carry out thcir dutics arc such as will ensure
the nlaintenance of good conduct, discipline, and 6fficicncy among thcm, and their spcedy
attendance with the nccessary apparatus on the occasion'of any-alarnr of l'ire. Th'e saib
conditions of service shall be expressed in thcsaid agrcenlcnt or in rules and regulations
of the brigade or in by lar.vs or rdgularions which ap[ty to the brigade.

. (5) The.Authority, subjcct to the approval of thc lr4inistcr, may cause the name of any
volunteer brigade to be removed fronithe register if it ccases foiany rcason to function
or to be authoriscd to function as a voluntcer fire brigacle or if it fails-for two consecutive
years to attain such reasonable standard of efficiency as may be determined by the
Authority as proper in the circumstances or if it ceascs tobe a voluntcer fire bricade witfrln
the meaning o1'subscction two o[the ncxt succcc.Jing Scction.
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S..iionif Z,I8,I9,21and22ofthisActwherethelossordrn:S-- J:r'-'r -:'--:]i I_1''1lSectionsl2'ltJ'l9'Zlano//oItnlSActwtlt':lg|'llglU>5Ul\JJ]l.j*:-
ir of ro 0". tb oi contributed to by the Chie f Fire Ofllcer cr c : ll::: .- : : I : :L - :

(6) No name shall be removed from the register until written notice of the circum-

,trniii n* U.en guen to-ini-offending volun-teer fire brigade and the Authority has

ionsidered the repiesentations (if any) niade in that natter'

Volunteer Firc Brigades

24.11) For the purposes of Section 23 of tnis Act the Authority may au.thorise the

establishment and maintenance of a volunte€r fire brigade, and ntay cancel any such

ouinoiiiution either generally or in respect ofany brigade'

(2) For the purposes of this Act a volunteer fire brigade.shall be deemed to bc a group

or pii(onJ osioiiutbo by mutual consent as a brigade which-

has entered as a group but not in any case as an individual, into a binding

agreement of service wittr a District Fire Ofhcer under subsection (3) of this

Section; and

is registered as a Volunteer Fire Brigade under tlLis Act'

(3) Any District Fi re o ffi Cer nray enter. i nto an agreement o f seni ::'* ::l': :' 3: i lxi rp

of p.'iJo"i'o'r*ttii.O UVffitii9"i6i1ry^tuthoris-ed to bL-corr''- a 
" '- ' -:':-'-:l= :::;':e

but the agreement snali not have any forcc or clfect until it is :pp'n:r lJ :i :e "a'::n:nry

;; ih;;tb;t ii registered as a voluntecr fire brigade undcr this A::

(4) The Authority ntay grant subsidy to any voluntecr. llre tTiga"'* a: j-rnsei *rier
tnis \dctionand nray i"iui6 tle membersagainsi accidcnt. incap::i:-' .-r '..='-'-- ':::--- :::
of and in the course niG.*.itise ottncir-powers and dutics Li fi'3rr'L'.L'T;i:r :q-.lt

PART V-PROTECTION FROI\I LI ABILITI"

Dannge inf re fighring

25. Where clamage to property is ciused Uylne Cnie i flre Oil;e: :r ":: I !:1'- _:1

n,.*6.t of u fir. brigide oi an'y fiie district, or any other pcrsci-,: :. ".* :l=::j:.f ,:
iritn"inirpowers.dirticsorobiigationsatorinconncctionr'.ith*i:::-'::s-st':'r:'J:r:
/innllrtino anv l'ire .. ;it;;i"d Ere occurrinq beyond thc area in u i;:: ::r: E"rfi:r:l F'r-iili;&d fii'n;;;il;r;i.; E;J;aa;rring bevond 

,ttrc 1rc1 1': .1':'-';.-: i-:-: -*(lnClu0lng any llrc ul stlSutrutsu Ills uLLur I IIrs uv,Yvrru ."'" .*' *- ":
6in..t 

"Ftnai 
district 

-nafauifrority), 
the daniage snalt.be dc.-r.:; 

"-- 
rL' l; ll-'t --' : :-E

*Laning of any policy of insuranie against fire covering thc d:rn:-ir': i'r: $::l

No oclion against Autl:rorin'

26.-(l) No action or proceedings shall be brought sgxr:il :': S::ri: :r :-u
eutrrority oiany District Fire oitrcer olanrorfclt-ltlitl:j,1"i-i1t1t*11fTtT
whatsoever to recover damages for any loss or damage.or Nitl i.l,l-r" ;r J3:i-- i*-'':: '5-

d'e directlv or indirectlv to i'ire or to the performance in gar'1 l::::' ::r::I'=:rli:::ir':l( :n-;;;ail.tli oiinctlrectty to i'ire or to the performance 
'" 

qTi it-:: '..i:t:-f;"::: ;:due directly or indircctly to tlre or to tnc pcrlormence rIr su1-\-j r-..:

human lit-e'which is othdrwise endangercd by'thc perforni.r:-': ; f ":'' --.:-' ':: :r--;:-1-1' r

(a)

(b)

DgL:tlulfs tz, lo' tT,Lt sttuLLVL "t'o ""-- l:'- -' -- --
ir of ro 0". tb oi contributed to by the Chie f Fire Ofllcer cr c : ll::: .- : : I : :L - : :

;kfit any action, or failing. to.take^ a.nv lqtio-l llill:,';'.:-1':-:,: ;#::
;:?i;i"il'J.$.i"ni[;',ffi',"?.itr.i''iiii{il li:*?::]':i;:.'.-: l-;:- r-c: ::
i# r;iil;;;i;;6; ir,e piotcction of human lifc which is orh:r",:.l :-:--r:::':

:-::i:r!"flJB
*__- itr, 

- ,
:_r_t- d - 

JL
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. !2).Nothing in the preceding^sy_bsection shall in any way affect any liability of the
Authority or of any District Fire Officer under the Workmen's Compensation Act.

(3) In any action or proceedings taken against the Authority, District Fire Offlcer or
brigade, or any officer or staff, or member of either of thcm, for their failure or neglect to
make, or their negligence in niaking, adequate provision for the prevention of fire, the
suppression and extinctionof fires which mayoccur, and the protection oflife and property
endangered in fires, it shall be a defence to show that the provisions nrade were in
accordance with the standards approved by the Authority under this Act and that the Fire
District and its officers, staff and ntembers had complied with all relevnnt rcquirements
of the Authority under Sections 11 and 12 of this Act and with all relevant instructions
issued by the Chief Fire Officer under Section 18 of this Act.

- (4) No member of.the Authority or any District Fire Officer shall be personally liable
for any actdone or omitted by the Autroriiy or Fire District or by any nr'ember thdreof in
good faith in pursuance or intended pursuaice of the powers and duties of the Authority.

PART VI 
-FINANCIAL 

PROVISIONS

27.-(1) rhe Authori,, 
'nf,l'j'ifll{;;';;:;:i;i:;3ii;';^ror.septcmber 

in the year one
thousand nine hundred and ninety five and in each year thereal'ter, submit to the Minister
{or his approval, in such fornr as !e may require, an estimate ol'its probable expenditure
for the year commencing on the first day of January in that year.

(2) The estimate of the Authority shall include any itcni which a District Fire Officer
may include in his annual estimate, and may also inclirdc anlounts to be expended for all
or any of the following purposes-

(a) the payment of fees and allowances to mcmbers of the Authority;
(b) the payment of prenriunrs on policies of accidcnt insurance issucd by any

insurance company in respect of menibers of the Authority while engaged in
or ffavelling on the business of the Authority and ol'ofllcers and servants
eniployed by the Authority and menrbers of any volunteer fire brigade
registered under Section 23 of this Act;

(c) the paynlent of adntinistrative costs incurrcd in thc administration of Lhis Act;
(d) the purchase and maintenance of plant and equipment for use at the discretion

of the Authority;
(e) the establishntent of reserves to provide for the replacement of plant and

equipment;
(f) the payment of subsidy to a volunteer fire brigade;
(s) the payntent of any cost incurred in the excrcisc ol'any powcr or lrcrforrnance

of any dutics of thc Authority.

(3) The Minister niay, i fhe thinks it ncccssary so to do, rcquire the Authority to aniend
the estinlate, and no estintate shall have any force or cl'l'cct until approved by thi: Minister.
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Assislance to fire d.istricls

28. The Authority may, expend moneys for the purpose of supplying buildings, plant
and equipment which in the opinion of the Authority are nccessary for the efficient
operations of any brigade under the control of the District Firc O flicer.

I ns u rattc e Contlt a nie s' co nt ribul io n

29.-(l) The Mjnister may from time to tinie, after consultation with the Comnis-
sioner oflnsurance and other person or persons he deems appropriate, make in such form
and containing such details (including provision for the payment of intercst) as he nray
determine, a levy order imposing a levy on any insurance policy or class oi'insurance
policy written in Fiji, and the amount payable undcr such levy order shall bc prid to the
authority at the time and manner specified in such levy ordcr:

Provided that a levy order may make diftcrent provisions in relation to different
classes of insurance policies.

(2) The Minister may froni tinrc to tinie. after consultation * ith the Commissioner of
Insurance and othcr person or pcrsons he dcems appropri ate, revoke or amend a levy order.

(3) The Minister may appoint authoriscd officers to collcct thc antount payable under
a levy order which anrount shall be deemed to bc a siniple contract debt due froir an
insurance company and shall be recoverablc accordingly by thc Authority in any Court of
colllpctent jurisdiction.

(4) Proceedings undcr subscction (3) oithis Section may be institutcd by the Chief
Execurive or any siaff or agent of the authority designatcd by thc Authority in writing for
that purpose, and the ChiclExecutive or any such stafl'or agent may conduct proceedings
whcther or not hc was the person instituting thenl.

(5) Any insurance company which lails to pay to thc Authority thc amount payable
under a levy order at the timc and manncr specilicd thercin shall be guilty ol an ol'fence.

Iztry on v'oler nrclers

30.-(1) In order to raise any amount required to bc contributed by it towards the
annual expenditure of thc Authority, the Minister in consultation with the Authority may
niake and levy for that purpose a rate on cach water meter from the owncr or occupier of
any premises within any firc district:

Provided that the owncr ol'any propcrty which is already undcr an insurance policy
levy may apply to the Authority lbr exemption fronr any lcvy nrade under this Scction.

(2) The Authority may appoint authoriscd pcrson or pcrsons to collcct the aniount
payable under a levy ordcr.

(3) Thc amount payable undcr a lcvy ordcr shall bc dccnicd to bc a sinrplc contract
debt due tioni the owncr or occupicr of any prcmiscs and shall bc recoverable by the
Authority in any Court ol'compctcnt jurisdictrorr.

(4) Anyowneroroccupicrofprentisesn'hofailstopa)'tothcAuthoritytheanrount
payablc undcr a lcvy orclcr at the timc and ntanne'r spccilicd thcrcin shall bc guilty ol'an
ofl-ence.
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State's contributiorr

777

31.-( f ) Each year in the month of January the State shall provide the Authority wirh
a return for each fire district showing the insurable value on their properties by class of
insurance as may be fixed by regulations made hereto and shall pay to the Authority
contributions as hereinafter provided, based on the percentagc rate for each such class of
insurance:

Provided that the State shall make to the Authority a minimunr contribution in the sumof 25Vo of the Authority's annual budget.

(2) The amount of such contrib-ution shall be paicl by the State to the Authoritv inquarterly instalnrenrs on the rsr dayof March, Jun'e, sepicnitrci ino beGrn.bi; i;'&ci.,
year.

--?.? . 
(t) 

Fvgqr-ne-11on gr.".J{oifJ\tr{{';ri,{::'his insurance ourside rhe Repubric
of Fiji whether by himself or throulh an agent, slrall on denranclpay a contributiorito ttre
Authority based on the class of such insurance and the percentage iate applicabte tnerJto
as may be prescribed by the Minister.

(2) The officc of thc Contmissioncr of Insurancc shall providc thc Authority wirh a
return of all such insurances placed outsidc thc Republic of Fiji as and when they ai6 praieJ
or renewed.

(3) If a dentand under subsection ( I ) of this Section is made ancJ payment is not made
w-ithin thirty days the person or corporation to whom the dcmand *asmide snal ue guiriy
of an offence.

. 13. . (.1) Exccpr whcre on"r*{{"0$:{'Jiii;';';^rncnrs of conrriburions to the Au-
thority shall be ntade on a nto.nthly basis b-cfore the 6x[iration of twenty-onc days fiom the
commencement of the month.

(2). If any-instalment payable by an insurance conrpany is not paicl within the period
prescribed or fixed the company shall bc liablc to a nrandatoiy pcnaliy in thc suniol''Sl'tjO6
and a furthcr Denaltv at rhe rare ot $ 100 pcr<Jay fbr each ctay'in c*ccss of tiiiy_rn! 6*that such insuiancetonrpany is in Oeiauiiortr,'c payincnt. ' - '

34. Norwir,hsrand insanT/"1:u!,:,.'{:t{:;";';:::r;lrli,''f{"'Kiino,riry may incur expcndirure
and borrow nroneys-from.its bankers by wqy oi ovcrdraft fbr'such purpor.r, in sucnamounts, and on such conditions, as the Minilster may fiom tinre to tirire iuthoiise.

35. where the Aurhoriry ,.quirJr'nrlir.i?#ift purposcs of capitar expcndirure on
research and.experinlcnt, or on 6uil<Jings, piant. antl bqdipnrent requircd t'cir troining ;r
ntenibers of the fire service, oron rcscrve equipmcnt foremcrgcncics,'or loroth.rprrpit.i
authoriscd. by. this Act, or whcrc thc Authority requircs i'noncys lbr the purpoie of
acquiring land or of erecting buildings, or for purchasing plant'or applian'ces'frx ttie
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36. The Aurhcrir) n-ja) i"r.r,/fi[il\i'ti{{rll"(rrrs in the following, manner:
(a) in Fiji Coremrnent securities, or
(b) on deposit in an1'bank la* fully canying on the business of banking in Fiji, or
(c) in any other securiiies that may from tinre to time be approved by thc Minister.

37. The Authoritv shall k..o f.[3,rffr';tii'J';r.sactions to rhe sarisracrion of rhe
Minister and such accouns shall be audited annually by the Auditor-General, or by such
other person as he shall authorise,

Stoterrrcnts of accounts and Annual Report

38.-( I ) As soon as practicable after the end of each fi nancial year, but not later than
31st March or such later date as the Minister may approve, the Authority shall subnrit to
the Minister -(a) a copy of its statenient of accounts;

(b) a copy of the report made thereon or on the accounts of the Authority;
(c) a report containing details of the activities of the authority during that year.

(2) The Minister shall cause copies of the accounts and reports to be printed and laid
before Parlianrent as soon as practicable thereafter.

PART VII_ MISCELLANEOUS

39. rr shalr nor be lawtul ,'o, 0", ilil8iiSlinrtiture or maintain a salvage corps of
a fire brigade for the purposes of salvage of propcrty at fires orof extinguishing fires within
any area to which this Act applies.

Concealingfire plug or lrydrant
40.-( I ) Any person who wilfully covers up, encloscs or conceals any fire plug or

hydrant so as to render its position difficult to ascertain, or who obliterates or removes any
ntark, sign, orletter used for the purpose of indicating the position of ordistinguishing any
fire plug or hydrant, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding $1000 or to imprisonment for
a period not exceeding 6 months.

(2) The Authority shall be consulted on the installation of fire hydrants in ner','

residential and other subdivisions within a l'ire district.

Injuriug brril.ding, oppliances, etc.

41. Any person who willllly injures or destroys any building, engine, hose, laddcr.
orotherthing, or any uniforms bclonging to the Authority or to any fire brigadc, or tampcrs
with any fire alarm or signalling apparatus fbr giving notice o[ fire shall fbr a llrst ol'tenc:
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be liable to a penalty_ not exceeding.$500 or to imprisonnenf for a term not exceedins 6months or to both.such fine andiniprisonment and for any subsequent offence8t|imprisonnrenr for a rernr nor;-;;;di";;ne year.

42. Evervp.rrgl-ylo tnt"r.r"?tl"i,f^ 
^;tf;::'i;lm wirhour rawfur justincation orwilfully givei or causes to bc given, oi ane,npts to give o, .urr. to b€ given to any firebrigade or vorunreer.fire brigad'e ony irri. atarm oi r?r;;;;;;; an orence, and sha, beliable on conviction to a nninoi il6..d;g.$loo o'oriorr oriolnrprironmenr for a periodnot exceeding 6 months or ro both such nfie'and iff;;;il;;;.

43. Every pers^o1 c^o1,?{;:';"'";;;::::,,itr;:i:{,r,:;ii.,,^ct, and sha, be riabre onconvidion to a fine nor^exceedi;g ssbo i"ri.ii";; 6;r;;!onn.,.n, for a period notexceeding 6 nronths, who - rrrrPrr)L

(c,) acts in contravention or fails to comply in any respect with any provision of thisAct or any order, direction, requirenient, tono'ltion, or restriction given orimposed by or pursuant to this Act:
(b) resists, obstructs, hindcrs, or dcccives the chicf Fire officer or any oflicer ormenrber of any brigade, or any other pcrson in thc exercise, or attenlpted

exercise, of any power or the performance or attempted pcrfbrmance, of anyfunction or duty conferred or inrposed by or undcr it,i, n.t.

4t rhe Authoriry,-th ,'ti;{{'ri;:"6fi{!!:i;l:,f[::;f,",servanr or the Authority(includingany menibeiof a fire urigadc), e*ercising a;tp*; conreneo byorunder thisor anv orher Acr, shar not be riab-re ror any oanr?g; oi i;j;;;iiauseo in rhe bona fideexerci se of such powers.

, 4.s..Anv monier,plv-1br: ,,.,0., f,iTX.t {ryiiltt,"or the by-raws, ro rhe Authoriry
[3?lrb.!llf;ff11',,j|'?":"av 

be rccov".o.ut trr"e sulioJ'ii'.'i,ir,"iiti i' 
''iy .di,,i'"'r

. 46.-(1) rhe gw1e1 ,f '{i:;:;:::;:i;'i;iitffi[,*hc,e a r.irc oecurs shar, onbeing requesred so ro do gv q.y ri."-,dcr or tr",. i,,tiinriti, o, by rhe chief Fireofficer oi anv of|icer qr grre n,itr'oiiiy", i"io*.,-rrc'il';;;;;'d.,. or officer wherhersuch house oibuirdinglg i{,1i*i""t'nJt, ono ot tt . iiil. ,.qi.rt rnurr furnish suchon'icer or nrembcr ',iitn rurr puiii.ur^.: 
"ll inI l;;;;;;. (if any) rhereon,

lil:,iflJf,,,r;ilf#f;,,lf,l!r.,;.,F;;ies *irn *nicn ,ii. i,,,,.r.cc is effcctcd, and

(2) Theowncro'anypcrsonar,prop.nv.yli:!],aybcinany.houscorbuirding,oron
any prcnriscs whcrc a firc bccurs, shall'on 6.,ng r.qr.stcd so to do by any nrcnrber of thcl,jl::ll orbv,thc cnicr'nire onr;;;;;;;;r'nccr or-rhc Atrthority, i.rbrnr such 

'renrbcr
or orrrcer whcrhcr t'r! p:Irgnar propcrtv'is insurcb ;;;,;;';;;';1 rhc rikc rcquesr shalfurnish such ol'tlcer or..nrenrbcr *itri n,if farticulars or.trr'c-in.urance (il.any) rhcreonincluding rhc names oJ' rhe c;'lrp;;l;;i'tr, *r,i.rr-,-rr,. i"irioiil. is er-fectecj, and theanrount of such insurance.
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(3) Any person who refuses to comply with any srch roquest as aforesaid, or wilfully
gives any false information, or who wilfully gives any incorrect particglars with regardto
such insurance as aforesaid, shall, on conviction beliable to a penalty not exceeding $500
or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 morlhs or to both such fine and imprison-
ment.

Penalties
47 . Any person who commits an offence under this Act shall unless a penalty

is prescribed for such an offence be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
$500 or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding 6 months or to both such fine
and imprisontnent.

Regulations
48. The Minister nray nrake regulations not inconsistent with this Act for and with

respect to-
= (a) the form of return t0 be made by insurance mmpanies;

(0,) the rates and the classes of insurance busircss on which the levy is to be imposed;

(c) prescribing all matters which by this Act arc required or pcrmitted to be

prescribed or which are nece.ssary or convenient to bc prcscribcd for carrying
out or giving effect to this Act.

Suva Firc Brigode Acl rcpealcd

49. The Suva Fire Brigade Act (Chapter 129) is repealed.

Passed by the House of Representaitves this Fifth day of Ocrober, in the year of our Lord One
thousand, Nine hundred and Ninety-Four.

Passed by the Senate this Twenty-Sixth day of October, in the yearof ourLord One thousand,
Nine hundred and ninety-Four.

Senate Amendrncnts passed by the House of Represcntatives on the Fifth day of Dccember in
the year of our Lord One thousand, Nine hundred and Ninety Four.


